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Rich fir\(l«, with corn o'er tan. 
Not servi\e aJrtf.itmn (Vdid to pmtei 

Not 'Stars, by flattery gaiii'i, 
NiU'gilded roroiietH, and bUjionM arms i 

Nttft souls by Bifa»n«9S stain'd. 
Whose low brow'd basaiiess, honottrut^er 
wai nis. 

No — — Freedom.eifer bold, 
VI itb poivei of happiness aloi/e endued j 

"Hotlitett'SSjiduH, and cold 
As the vile Sycophant's disgustful biood. 

BoldFifeedoiri— — sift divin e ' " 
By Heaven bestowed oiitV indepenOaut 
soul, 

Whteh Tyrants cant conftne 
Witliin the fetters of ukjust controuL 



This constitutes a man t 
And virtuous deeds, l?y Viitiie's dietat«s 
taoght. 
Which feaitess dires to scan 
With nicest scrutiny, each latent tbotightr 

Struck by her sacred iiod, 
The'iBsnd seivlhly, unheeded ,<fhHrik«, 

AiiU'hard ctmslmmfi keen tod 
In ber great presence, unieg^ided sirikf. 

Thus'bywt'fe Heaven' S' decree 
>Tis ndble'FTeedom, joiil'd With virtue's 
t'har>»s, 
ThaffotiD, wtat man shotiM't*, 
Buave'Uian '• wlto'shririksateiie tft sgtiilt'^ 
alai ms. 
Poehcat Reguteryot 1003, p. 137„ 



■REVIEW OF 'NEW PUBLlC-ATHiKS, 



On Nittioiml Government hyGeogge Rn- 
sor esq Author qf" the Independent 
Man, und Principles ijf Mordltty," 
S'vdh. &V0. p.p. 456 artrf487. iPrice 
one Guinea. London, .Printed hy J. 
JoImson'Sf' Co. Ji>r the Benefit nj 'the 
literary fund. 

OUR counlrymdn, the Jtuthiftr of 
*tbese 'volufldes, is known m the 
literary world as author of " the 
Fitnciples of morality" piiWish'ed m 
1801, aiwl of " the independent' Man," 
published in 1806. They with (he 
present work, and some volumes which 
are yet to tohow, form a general plan 
for man in bis widividual and social 
Capacity, and having in his fofiner 
publication (hscussed ihe first p^rt ot 
his subject, he now pioceed to pub- 
lish a scliemefor nationat governmeirt. 
Ill thiscountiy he iskno'wn not merely 
as the solitary i ecluse in ms elostt^for he 
has judiciously added practice to theo- 
ry , and IS noted in the neighbourhood 
.«f his residence al Ardress m the 
county of Aimagb, as possessing much 
actual benevolence, and forming a 
virtiious exception to many of hisc»wn 
Tank m Ijle, acting very ditferently 
J(om (he fox hunting aJid'paity follow 
4i^ squires of Ireland, who, like-theiv 
prototype Nimrod, foflow 'the tlouttle 
occuipation of beiirg mighty hunters, 
aiicTwhose " prey is man." in 1806 he 
STved 'the oftee of high sheriff tcr 
tne connty of Aimagb, and is gene> 
»a'(y an ^ctiye-mem'btrofihe'gtauO jury 
of ti)at cuuuty, tu which laltet capacity 



he has nofcbeen anmindftilof the interests 
of this couiitl y as m<ty appear by the 
TCSttlttHons-poblfehedbytlittt body on the 
subject of oppresBtve ^xadtions in'levy- 
ing.ftythes on-someiparts oftbat«olinty. 

The present work is the lesalt of 
nrittb -lefleetfon, and eetvaiti)y of 
much reading. Hie exeoiplihes the 
maxim of BaKon, "that rfeadwg 
makes a'fulV man;" Indeed his quota- 
tions are so abundant, and he draws 
Ins authorities so CMpioosly from books, 
that there is some danger of bis re- 
lying too^muth on precedents -already 
"formed, instead ot drawing ftom tb«r 
original 'resources ot hiso^Mn mind, 
and 'that itlhat has been tsnitten, is silt- 
fered to havemoie weight, nhan what 
ou^ht to be done. W.e aie apt to va- 
lue oiir 'knowledge, in proportion •&» 
it 'lias cost us, and those who have 
passed laborious days, and toilsome 
nights iiiHgleajiiiig lhrot}igh'.lhe library, 
may te in danger of attaching more 
viretght to ;preceilents., than is consist- 
ent with their intfMJsic value. 

TliBie is however much opiginali^ 
,ana igreiat depth i>f rtsgarch in this 
.pierfoitttance. ■We-gati warm|,y reeom- 
n«eiid lit tosour iead€its,andhave on- 
'iy'io regret 'that from the ijpAthy ami 
mawfcishness of the.p^sent tiroes, ^ve 
'-fe&r It will be -too .'little .popular, and 
'tjut saWom lead. ft is a symptom 
ot -badtimea, when works of.genoine 
mi:ritaEe neglected,, becaose they con- 
tain matter too strong for the diges- 
tive oigiBS of the many, who if thej 
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read at all can bear nothing stronger 
than tlie politics of the day dressed 
up by" 'venal waters, to suit a dis- 
CvJsed palate, or the whipt cream of 
works of fancy. They dishke to 
have tbcir dreams of security 
disturbed biy unpleasant truths, 
and became dupes of deception, and 
to that worst species of it, self de- 
ception, and lest truth should unwel- 
coineiy intrude, they abstain trom 
all writigigs, which promise serious 
disquisitions. To such readeis al- 
though so inai>y momentous events of 
the highest interest to us mark the 
present crisis, tales of other limes, 
are delicious reading, and Walter 
Scott stands distinguished as the fa- 
vourite high priest of this sect of sen- 
timentalists, and worshippers of apathy. 

From the preliminary discourse, 
we give the follow lyg quotations, to 
mark the spirit of the writer, and 
alfurd a specimen of the work. 

"There ate some in this country 
•who consider the Enghsh.constittttvon 
not only as the moSt perfect form of 
government that has ever existed, l>ut 
protess tliat it is as honest in its ad- 
tninisttation as any government can 
be, which has mortais for iiB minis- 
ter^. Thiese aven, so far from ad- 
mitting a hint or expression against 
Its principles, areabsolute and declar- 
e<l enemies to any attempt for its 
amendinetit. [have aiyselt heard a 
jneniber of tlie house of Lords, who 
possebsed vast domimons m England, 
lieiandaiid'Si-otiand on amotion tor ge- 
neral reform, with nnpatience and 
wonder .ask, " What ciu the people 
vtAut'-" In the .saine tone a tariiter 
general in France, who had probably 
beggared a province, and whose ra- 
]MCi|y had hastened the late revo- 
Hilioa, exclaimed, "What need of 
retoimation? lo such men I can make 
uo repi) ; they neither read not think, 
and surely tb^y must be wicapable ot 
both reading and thinking, who aven. 
ed, that France wanted no refortna- 
ti<M>, as well as they veho pronounce, 
because in their estimate the con. 
Stiltttion Qf the British ' empire u in- 
capable of being mekorated either ' in 
pnno-ipie »x .practice, that the people 
of England are uapncious and vi>ioii- 
ary, it they wish that their laws, i«- 
gulations, and govetmnent were im- 
proved." 



"Time," says Bacon, " is the great- 
est innovator, alid it time ot couise aK 
tei things to the worse, and wisdom 
and counsel may nut alter them lo the 
better, what must be the end V 

" Thus political alfairs rapidly ad- 
vante to such a desperate extienie, 
that, the government of France stood 
like a vast pilu distracted ami over- 
h<inging Its foundations, so momento'u* 
yet lalamitous, that no wtse mnu 
however btnevoleiit, dmst approach it. 
with assistance, lest he should be bu- 
ried in it-, rums llfell, wiIelhprab^o» 
lutely by its own decay, or whether 
Its lall were hastened by the feeble 
attempts that were employed (o sus- 
pend us fate-, It fell, overwhelming 
Kings, nobles, hieraichy, fanatics, and 
philosophers, the enemies of treedoo> 
and the hiends of liljtrty, with wii- 
verbal perdition, a dieadful example 
of the effects of refomiation de- 
iajed till lefofroation became jnef- 
lectual." 

" I have shown that many nations 
possessing similar constitutions, were 
once not less but more free than firitdiu. 
J need not intorm the leader, that 
they are now enslaved : and wliy 
have they fallen, )»'hile England stjU 
contronts her danger; They did not 
leforin their vices, till thej were Mi«. 
exiiicably involved with the texture 
ot the state ; and must not the haine- 
consequences overtake the Biitisn 
people, it the legislatuiepeisist in re- 
tarding the day ot relormation > for, 
beside , many .great corruptions, that 
ri'gaiding the reprebeiiiatiou of the p,o- 
ple in parliament is so inoitaL in its 
ettecls, dial. It not coirecied psompt- 
h, Uie coitetiiutuu must not onlj lu 
ellect, but without pretence or sub- 
leifuge, ^ink into a mere nionarcny'." 

"Ketoim,or you peiishsuicideb ! tjie 
victims of your, own tt lines. In^g- 
land, though not erect, is not piostrate: 
and wlide Sueden, Denmark, the 
states ot Geimany and Italy, $|riui» 
and Fiance, aie eiilhralled, she lias 
pr«served herself from sulyuction.'by (he 
successive and ina^naiumous C-ndua- 
vouis of hei ,pc<;>pte (o uil>li^t<a»d tl^e 
tyr^ni^y ot kings -and minislers, anrt 
by tlieir insuperable fortitude in (orcto^ 
tlwse to lelrad their eiicioachments. 
What had England been witiiout M^g- 
tia Chaua a thousand tiojei<;ont]ri»eu'.^ 
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What without: the petition of Kights m 
Charles the First's reign ? What without 
tlie bravery of Hamdeii, who thou:;h a 
Miigle citiisen, resisted the rapacious 
prerogative of the crown > What with- 
out the bill of rights, the liabeas cor- 
pus, the condemnation cf general 
■wairants? She would have been as 
Spam, as Sweden, as Norway: — nay 
perhaps she had been a province to 
France, the slave of an enslaved 
people " 

He shows that the people are ge 
nerally more averse from innovation 
than prone to accelerate it. 

"So enthelyare men the creatures 
of habit, that they are often tond of 
their misfortunes, and dote on them 
in pi opoi tion to their antiquity. Length 
©f lime in their apprehension? alteis the 
nature of things. What has been long 
established they esteem well esta 
blished; as if a vice of long continu- 
ance were not eiror in its old age. 
It is therefore false that men are dis- 
posed to innovation ; nor is it less so, 
that a desire of alteration would be' 
most fatal to the interests of society ; 
on the contiary it would be niucli 
ni< 'e fortunate for mankind, if they 
were more disposed to amend their 
situation ' by experiments. Great things 
might be expected from this aspiring 
temper, if indeed sudi a temper it- 
seif do not manifest a considerable 
proficiency in vutue." 

" To impute an innovating spii it to 
mankind in law or government, \% 
<;ontiadicted by the universal evidence 
ot hbtory : and I have quoted in- 
s-ances of men and nations, wlio have 
pieferred inveterate bondage to inno- 
vated hbeity, when the lattei had been 
honestly proposed to theui for their 
acceptance. Consider this point in 
every view, compare the everlastmg 
tlura'tion of tyrannies, and the occa- 
sional insurrections of the oppiessed. 
How many nations have been imper- 
ceptibly the victims of de.-potism. 
If ever the people rose, ilwasmeiely 
to punish some great criminals: which 
being etfected, they relapsed into their 
iormer apathy. Even of those who 
eairied their notions beyond this suni- 
inaiy vengeance to a renovation of 
the state, what have they etfected ? 
I^ook to >he British revolution in 168S, 
a counterpart in politics for the le- 



formation in religion. Look a ceft- 
tuiy after to the conduct of the 
French : their revolution, that child 
which had been brought forth with 
such unexampled agonies, they de- 
stroyed almost at its birth. Not even 
the English at the restoration with 
more zeal hailed Charles, the desolafte 
offspring of a despicable sire, than the 
French returned lo monarchy. A king 
they would have, for a king they had 
had. The crowJi was oifeied to Moreau 
and hisviitue lejected it. Thesequel 
is told in tiie holy apologue of 
the bi amble, which acted among the 
king loving shrubs." 

In the body of the work, our 
author proceeds to treat of the dif- 
ferent kinds of government existing, of 
monaichy, aiistociacy, democracy, and 
of a mixed sort, and points out 
the detects of each. In this review, 
the British constitution' does not es- 
cape censure. He take^ a view of 
constitutions ancient and -modern ; 
Sparta, Athens, China, Hindostan, and 
the governments of [iLurope.are brought 
in to undergo a comprehensive ex- 
amination, it IS shown by wliait means, 
the latter gradually lost their liber- 
ties, thiough the gradual encroachments 
of po*e'r, and the danger to which 
our countries are exposed, from the 
progressive operations of these causes. 
He defends the people against the 
chaige ot cruelty, and admits the 
accusat'on of their inconstancy m tne 
followiifgquotationsjwhich are exhibited 
to our readers. 

"It IS said, that democracies are 
lawless in the execution ot their power. 
How IS this even apphcable to the 
veiy mobs 'j'he insurrectiofi in 1381 
has moie than once been quoted to 
show the extravagance of the people. 
It has also been intimated, that tlie 
opinions professed by the insurgents 
shojved the danger of instructing the 
people in the wdiments of learning ; 
ti)e barons of those days petitioned 
the king that no villeyn should be 
permitted to send his son to school. 
It is true that at this time a dawn 
of light ca^t a faint and false illumi- 
nation -on the minds of mankind, 
but the misfortune of this and of 
maiiy preceding and subsequent pe- 
riods was, that the lower orders ad- 
vaiiced in knowledge, S;vhile tfie higheK 
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were retrograde or stationary, not 
knowing, or not heeding what became 
«hem, "and wliat was suitable to others. 
The impiovements of the people 
had however no influence on this 
commotion. In 1377, four years be» 
tore this famous insurre'ciion, a law 
was enacted, on which ©arrington ob- 
serves, '" nothing could be more op- 
pressive than this law in every p<iit 
of it ; and we find by different re- 
cords in Ryiner, that tSiis oppression 
was in reality the occasion of the fa- 
mous insurrectiOB under Wat 'Ijleri 
and Jack Straw." Neither was. this 
the immediate cause of -the iiispriec- 
tion. It was only aiding and piep<iia- 
tory to th? event. A grievous tax 
had been imposed. It was exacted 
with rigour, and msult was added 
to violence. Among many other vio- 
lations of all that was respectable and 
just, a tax-gatherer attempted to ex- 
hibit an indecent proot, that a female 
bad reached the age taxable by the 
law. One hundred thousand people 
rose in arms m consequence ot this 
brutality. What was the conduct ot 
this oppressed, msulted, and irre- 
sistible multitude, who could have 
instantly swept away all their ex- 
traordinary and subordinate tyiants? 
Having committed a small though 
unjust reprisal, on the obvious authors 
of their dishonour and misery, with 
absolute power in their hands, they 
demanded pai don, abolition ot slavery, 
fieedora otcommeice in maiket towns 
without toll or imposts, a hxed rent 
tpr land, instead of the pernicious 
and variable sei vices due by villen- 
age. tieing promised these lequests, 
the reasonableness of \^hlch, time ha$ 
conhnned, they separated in peace. 
But mark the consequence, mark 
and compare the conduct of the 
people, of the populace, with that ot 
the monarch and the aristoci'acy ; all 
the promises made by these to the 
people were retracted, and the act 
of indemnity revoked. JNay, the fifth 
of Richard the second recites, that 
many of the rioters had been exe- 
cuted without due process or trial; 
on which account the king grants a 
general pardon to be pleaded against 
uny prosecutions, that may be com- 
menced; "which seems to be a law," 
»ays iJarnngton "of as alarming a 
iwture to the liberty of the subject, 



as can be found in the whole code 
of statutes. Such aie yovir kings, 
and barons, and such yOui deluueit 
oppiessed-people. It is said that the 
people are inconstant. They are so : 
and most lucofjstant in piosecudng 
their rights, wliile nionarchie"! and 
aristocracies pursue Uieu, ifelfish in- 
terests with peitinacious wickedness. 
They are most incons^^nt ; )or having 
resolved after gresit , anc| fLequeirt 
provocations to have their grievances 
redressed, nothing is -more common 
than to hnd them, by evasive arts, 
by soothing words, or even by sorne- 
thmg less imposing than either, in- 
duced to relinquish theiy duty and 
their designs, i he Plebeians ot Rome 
hariassed on everj side by the Pa- 
tiicians, abandoned the ciiy ; but a 
tale of the Belly and the Member* 
from Menenius assuages their rage, 
and they return to the city, 'ihe 
people are so inconstant, tiiat their 
unsuspecting carelessness sometimes 
betrays them into ludicrous situations. 
1 shall (juote an instance to thi^'et. 
feet from the conduct of a people, 
very jocular, but so singularly 
oppressed, that their pleasantry 
is most remaikable. A leport 
was ciiculated in Dublin during a 
Duke of Bedfoid's administration, 
that a union between England and 
Irelaiad, a measuie ever deprecated 
oy the people, was to be pioposed 
to parliament. The populace assem- 
bled in College Grei n, threatened ancj 
insulted some members of parliament, 
and imposed oaths on others ; then 
bioke into the house ot commons,' 
placed an old woman in the speaker's 
ciiair, and began to debate on the 
propriety of introducing pipes and 
tobacco. Such is the inconstancy of 
the people." 

The following remarks on the dis. 
inclination to a serious investigation 
of politics, and their great importance 
compared with other puisuits, are de- 
serving of attention. 

" Kvery art and profession has \H 
teachers, and its institutions, except 
political philosophy ; and how many 
thousand books aie written on topics 
comparatively and absolutely ifivolous 
for one written on this predisposing 
science. Ihis modern apafby to- 
waid political philosophy 'is ominous, 
is lamentable, iiow moitiiied ,inusc 
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be the sensations of Europe in this 
respect, when the British are dead 
to its voice ! Indeed to be more re- 
miss tliau the British, is scarcely pos- 
sibie. For political philosophy, and 
aotbors, and readers apart, the legis- 
lature enacts the most momentous 
statutes with the utmost unconcern. 
T«is apatny is discouraging to authors ; 
they must kel dissatisfied from the 
retieciioii, that they probably write 
ior few readers. Yet an individaal 
may occasionally arise, who will es- 
teem this general insensibility to such 
paramount considerations, a motive 
to liis enterprise. He will consider, 
that the greater difficulty there is to 
excite an interest for the reformation 
of laws and states, the greater will 
be his glory, if he effect bis purpose; 
and great will be his satisfaction, 
slu>uld he contribute but remotely to 
the event." 

At page 207 of the 1st vol. he 
enters into a defence of Irelaad a- 
gainst the misrepresentation ol a king 
array of writers; and among others, 
Maithus, for his remarks on thepotator 
system of population. recei»ei some 
just correction. But the quotation, we 
regret, is too long for our pages. 
The author throughout the entire worlt, 
is tiie enlighiened and liberal advo- 
cate of Catholic eniancipatbo, and 
a strenuous oppJser of Hie union 

On the qualifications of represen- 
tatives, he makes the following ju> 
dicious observations on wealth. 

"But why should riches qualify a 
legislator? Hiches are proofs of opu- 
lence and nothing more. The richest 
jnan may l)e the most, stupid, and 
the most corrupt person in the com- 
muiiLty. Riches are inherited, granted 
by caprice, accidentaliy obtained, or 
liiey may be the fruits of extortion and 
fraud. 'When money autliorises in- 
ifliyiduals to attain th|C highest political 
consequence, it is a greater disgrace 
to be poor ,lban t<> ^e wicked, 
J'hen the aspiring say, with l)|lilwood 
the courtezan, '• My souj djisdaiiied 
dependence and contempt. Riches, 
no matter by what means obtained, 
I saw secured tlie worst ofjnen/;:om 
bath, i found it therefore necessary 
to be f i.ch, and to this .end i suin- 
moned all my arts. You call tbein 
wicked, be it so," &c. To makp 



wealth a criterion of merit, or an in- 
dispensible preparation for civil and 
political consequence, is perverse and 
unpopular." 

After slwwing the defects of existing 
establishments, our author proceeds 
to'deveiope his owo pten of govern- 
ment, which consists of an elective 
auininistration, a senate and house of 
repiesentatives, . all chosen in sucb 
a manner as to depend on the choke 
of these people ; hut the mode of eleo- 
lion guarded by such precautions as 
tend to insure from the dangers eS 
popular ferment, or popular cortU|H 
lion. Opinions wUI differ on the util- 
ity arid practicability of, some part 
of the plans, if tbev were to be carried 
into «tr«ct; but they are fair obj^ 
of discussion in a free country. I'be 
author expresses himself, with much 
calmness and moderation, and .^ug^• 
gests many practical hints, wnich may 
prove of the highest impoitance .in 
tl>e interesting science of legislation. 
Like Plato in his Republic, Sir 
Thomas More in his Utopia, and 
ilarrWigton in his Oceana, he gives 
many a delightful vision, and does 
not fail to impress hjs readers with 
the most favourable opinions of his 
exalted morality, and real benevolence 
of heart, .But relorm is out of fashion, 
and we see at present no prospect 
of any voice in. its favour being in 
the smallest degree attended to^ 

After a full detail of his sentiments 
on the subject of government, the 
author proceeds to give his opinion 
on religion, and religious estaOlisb< 
inent). His creed is simple, but if 
it is not as- long as some others, it.ts 
not defective in the points essetttial 
to a strict and comprehensive morality. 
He fearlessly, yet not obtrusively 
avows his objections to popular be- 
lief. To establishments in the name 
of religion, to the unnatural alliance 
between church and state ; and to the 
system of tithes, , be is a decided and 
undaunted oppment. . His opinions 
may shot k the Itmid; but he can be 
more easily answered by the coninKm 
weapon of abuse with which suppos- 
ed heretics are almost universsUy, 
and as if of right opptned, than by 
sound arguinent. He unfolds hi* o- 
pinions on the subject jof public in. 
3tr.uction. DiSereut readars will fotm. 
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different judgments on this point. 
He disapproves of a melancholy man- 
lier of spending the lemaiinng part 
of the pe nodical day of resl, and 
aitei the season of public msliuction 
ill the morning. He recommends 
athletic exercises l<> the wOik,ing classes. 
It may be allowed to remark, that 
violent exercises are not always best 
calculated for tliose who have labouie?! 
hard through the week : to tljem rest 
of body IS the best relaxation, and 
might be made highly conducive to 
the improvement ot mind, byasiuit. 
A\f\e course of reading, giadually ris- 
ing SO as to be' adapted to their 
opciMng and unfolding capacities ; 
whilesuch, whose sedentary employ- 
ment might render moie exeicise of 
ibody necessary, wou.d .findj rational 
amusement in a social walk into the 
country, and rn which their families 
might partake' to -the enlargement, and 
wider fpread of the ijoijjestic ajtfectioos. 
The uninformed classes of society are 
peculiarly liable lo mispend their 
leisure, and there ts much cause to 
fear that publi,c assemblages for ex- 
ercise would speedily produce diun- 
kenness, dissipation and those evils, 
which are exemplified m the Sunday 
hurling matches 'of tl:^e south of Ire- 
land, it would be of essential ad- 
vantage (o mfuse more ot mind into 
the amusements of every rank. 

Our author fijiishes his present 
labour with the following remarks. 

" I now conclude th.e first pait of 
my plan for the government of nations. 
The temper, which this work will 
excite towards me, 1 anticipate ; nor 
do 1 expect, that I shall be favour- 
ably heaid. I make this observati.on, 
not for the purpose of be«/ailing my 
fate, or of moving the reader's cojn- 
passion for a suiiering mattjr, I say 
so merely to evince, that i am not 
ignorant of the disposition gfthetupes, 
and of the state of society. 1 hat 1 
shall be sLmdered an Imisinteipfeled, 
why should I doubt' when 1 piefer 
a slate, in which the executive power 
should not be master, but minister ; 
and when I think that a common- 
wealth may be framed without any 
miraculous assistance, more conducive 
to good government than any mon- 
archy, by any management tliat ever 
existed, or that can exist, is capable 
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of effecting; I bave iijiagined thiug? 
even still more offensive: I have 
proved, that it would be ivise to 
divert the ieligio,u» belief jof mankind 
from fables to lacis, and from frights 
to philosophy. In' fine 1 have taken 
aims against a host ot enors, and^a- 
gamst the chief, Supei'stUion.-r-tbat 
enormous monster whose head reaches 
to Heaven, wInJe her feet rests on 
the abyss." 

We fear ,he forms a just expec- 
tation of the verdict and decision of the 
the community' at present. , He w'jil 
either be passed unnoticed with scorn 
and iiidiflerence, or be harshly co;i' 
.demned as the setter forth of strange 
doctrine. Like those who in eveiy 
age, ha.ve advanced before their con- 
tempot^ries, and have facilitated the 
way to improvement in succeeding 
generations, he must be co6tente4 
with the approbati<Mi of hii own minci, 
and with a dignified appeal lo postei- 
ity, who freq^uently in me march of 
mind t^itly adopt those opinions- 
decieed as .eriors by the preceding 
geneiation, &fA not unfre^uently ap- 
propnale as theif o\yn diicoveries, 
the hints of their forerunners m the 
work ot rieform. 'I'hey jyho are wil- 
ling to thmk, and aie no,t completely 
fiightened by the bugbeai of preju-r 
dice will find much food ,iu thesQ 
volumes. '1 hey will find many ma- 
terials plentifully ai ranged f.o serve 
as incentives to thinking. If they 
cannot acquiesce mall pomtslhey may 
be stimulated to that healthful ev 
ercise ot mind, which promotes the 
vigour of the mental facpltijes Rust 
is generally attentlaiit pji .disuse, and 
is very pievalent in this day, when so 
many indolently ippoae on authority 
without ejEamiiialwn. k. 



Poems, and Spngs on dtffirent subjects; 
by Jndinv M' Remit, Belfast pniH- 
ed by Alexander Mackay, 1 S tO, 1 80 
p p. l2mo. price 3s Ad 

WE have not changed our o- 
piDion, that poetiy btmg a 
delicacy, not a necessaiy of life, 
shbuld ba very good, or wriieis 
should be content lo write in pUm 
prose. Yet tins rule re<juiies a lay. 
tude of constiuction, and beforejudg- 
ing by the strict canons ot cniitisni 
it is pioper to examine how far what 
Zz 



